
Salmon Farms in Protected Areas (part two): 
76 CENTERS RESUMED OPERATIONS DESPITE INCURRING GROUNDS FOR 
TERMINATION 
 

 
 
210 salmon farming concessions located inside protected areas suspended operations for 
more than two years and, therefore, in accordance with Article 142 of the Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Act, they should have been terminated by the Undersecretary of the Armed 
Forces. Despite this, they all remain valid to this day, even though 55 of them were reported 
by the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Service between 2016 and 2022. This oversight 
by the authorities allowed 76 centers to resume activities, which would have allowed them 
to produce more than 533,000 tons of salmon destined for international markets, according 
to estimates based on their environmental permits, equivalent to US $4.264 billion in sales. 
 
 
By Maximiliano Bazán, Terram Foundation journalist. 
 
 
 
 



Among the grounds for termination of salmon farming concessions established in the General 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Act (LGPA), there are two that are related to the non-effective use of the 
sea as a national asset for public use under concession: on the one hand, not starting farming 
operations for 12 months after receiving the concession and, on the other hand, not resuming 
activities for more than two years after the last salmon harvest has been completed.  
 
Upon reviewing data from the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Service (Sernapesca) regarding 
the operation of salmon farming centers installed inside protected areas, obtained via the 
Transparency Act, Terram Foundation identified that activities were stopped at 210 concessions 
for at least two years. Therefore, they would be incur grounds for termination, even though they 
have not been terminated by the Undersecretary of the Armed Forces (SSFFAA). The same 
occurred with respect to the grounds for termination of not starting activities within 12 months of 
the concession's delivery, addressed in the first part of this investigation. 
 
 

NUMBER OF CONCESSIONS THAT WOULD HAVE INCURRED GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION  
FOR NOT RESUMING OPERATIONS WITHIN 2 YEARS, BY PROTECTED AREA  

 
Source: Created by the authors based on information from Sernapesca obtained through the Transparency Act  

(Code No. AH010T0001526). 
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https://www.eldesconcierto.cl/reportajes/2022/09/14/salmoneras-en-areas-protegidas-34-concesiones-operan-a-pesar-de-incurrir-en-causal-de-caducidad.html


 
Source: Created by the authors based on information from Sernapesca obtained through the Transparency Act  
(Code No. AH010T0001526) and data from the Austral Patagonia Program at the Universidad Austral de Chile. 

 



 
Source: Created by the authors based on information from Sernapesca obtained through the Transparency Act  
(Code No. AH010T0001526) and data from the Austral Patagonia Program at the Universidad Austral de Chile. 

 
 
 


